
 

Development of Speech Sounds: A Guide for Parents 

This graph presents general information for parents and professionals (e.g., teachers, physicians). Judgment about whether a specific child is meeting their milestones for 

speech sound acquisition requires a comprehensive evaluation by a speech-language pathologist. During assessment, S-LPs consider more specific information such as 

gender, age, the position of the sound in words, the type of error, overall intelligibility, and dialect. The bars represent a process of speech sounds emerging and eventually 

becoming mastered in different word positions1,2 (i.e., go, egg, Lego). If a sound is emerging, it’s present but not always used correctly. If a sound is mastered, the sound 

is consistently used correctly. There are also guidelines for how intelligible children should be overall3 – how understandable the child is to unfamiliar people. 

 1:0-1:5 1:6-1:11 2:0-2.5 2:6-2:11 3:0-3:5 3:6-3:11 4:0-4:5 4:6-4:11 5:0-5:11 6:0-6:11 7:0-7:11 8:0-8:11 9:0 

‘p’ (up)              

‘b’ (bee)              

‘m’ (ma)              

‘t’ (hot)              

‘d’ (dog)              

‘n’ (no)              

 ‘h’ (hot)            

‘k’ (cat)             

‘g’ (go)             

 ‘w’ (wet)            

 ‘ng’ (sing)            

‘f’ (foot)              

‘v’ (love)             

‘y’ (yes)              

 ‘l’ (leg)             

 ‘j’ (Jello)            

 ‘ch’ (choo)            

‘s’ (soap)              

 ‘z’ (zoo)             

 ‘sh’ (shoe)             

   ‘zh’ (Asia)          

 ‘r’ (red)            

     ‘th’ (moth)        

 ‘th’ (the)            

intelligibility 25% 50% 75% 90% 100% 
1 Goldman, R., & Fristoe, M. (2015). Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (3rd ed.). Circle Pines, MN: American Guidance Service, Inc. 
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